lib         FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
could she  rest  when  men  were  being tilled
through ignorance and she knew the remedy ?
With great reluctance, Florence informed the
committee of the Nightingale Fund in 1860 that
circumstances did not permit her to undertake
the English Kaiserwerth which she had so often
planned in her thoughts- It was decided, there-
fore, that the idea of a separate training college
for nurses should be abandoned, and that the
fbad should be devoted to the training of nurses
and midwives. St. Thomas's Hospital was
selected for the training of nurses under the
scheme* and in June 1860 twenty-four pupils were
admitted for a year's training- They were to
receive tuition in all branches of nursing, and
were expected thereafter to devote their lives to
public nursing. It was a very different scheme
from that conceived by Florence in earlier years,
but nevertheless it was a great step forward.
Florence drew up the regulations, and she em-
phasised that character and good conduct were
as important as technical qualifications. She
had seen too much of the immoral and drunken
nurses in the public hospitals to take any risks,
and she was inclined to err on the side of strict-
ness. Twice a week the pupils received instruc-
tion from the chaplain; they were not allowed
&> go out alone, and dismissal was the penalty for
consorting after hours with a medical student,
however innocently.
Despite some quarrels among the probationers,
aod a few unsatisfactory pupils, the scheme proved